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ALISO CANYON

Gas leak health study lacks support
Residents, activists express no confidence in
L.A. County’s handling of proposed project
By Olga Grigoryants
ogrigoryants@scng.com

A long-anticipated study into
the health effects of the massive
2015 natural gas leak at Aliso
Canyon is facing a bumpy start.
Three San Fernando Valley
neighborhood councils and a
community group formally advising the study have voted they
have no conﬁdence in where the
Los Angeles County Depart-

ment of Public Health is heading with its probe.
The $25 million research
project emerged from a
$120 million settlement between the Southern California
Gas Co., the county, the city of
Los Angeles and the state.
The public health department, which is spearheading
the study with guidance from
a scientiﬁc oversight committee and a community advisory

People gather at
Tampa Avenue and
Rinaldi Street in
the Porter Ranch
neighborhood in
February 2016
to demand the
permanent
shutdown of the
Aliso Canyon
storage facility,
site of a massive
natural gas well
leak.

group, recently released the
study’s draft with goals and
priorities that identified key
areas the health study should
address.
But community advisory
group members said the proposed draft was unfinished,
too broad and underdeveloped.
“The [community advisory
group] unanimously agrees
that the loose draft language
of the study’s goals and priorities invites a mediocre study
by encouraging the use of data
proxies and environmental
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SpaceX crew returns in
rare night splashdown

County
reports
no virus
deaths

Sunday sees 313 new cases, but
officials say low numbers could
be from weekend reporting delays
By City News Service

BILL INGALLS — NASA VIA AP

NASA astronaut Victor Glover is helped out of the SpaceX Crew Dragon Resilience spacecraft on board the SpaceX GO
Navigator recovery ship after the capsule splashed down in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast of Panama City, Florida, on Sunday.

The four astronauts’ pre-dawn arrival is a first for the U.S. since the 1960s
From staff and news service reports

Hawthorne-based SpaceX returned four
astronauts from the International Space
Station, including Pomona native Victor
Glover, early Sunday, making the ﬁrst U.S.
crew May
splashdown
in am
darkness
since the
3, 2021 8:02
(GMT -7:00)
1960s-era Apollo 8 moonshot.
The Dragon capsule parachuted into the

Support teams
work around the
SpaceX Crew
Dragon Resilience
spacecraft
shortly after
splashdown
in the Gulf
of Mexico on

Los Angeles County reported no additional
coronavirus-related deaths Sunday, welcome news
for officials who have seen increasing evidence in
recent weeks that the pandemic is on the wane.
The county also reported 313 new coronavirus
cases. Officials cautioned that those low numbers,
though in step with recent downward trends,
likely reﬂect reporting delays over the weekend
during scaled-back record-keeping.
According to state ﬁgures, the number of coronavirus patients in county hospitals dropped
from 410 on Saturday to 390, with 87 people in
intensive care, up from 86 the previous day.
Sunday’s ﬁgures brought the county’s totals
to 1,233,772 cases and 23,915 fatalities since the
pandemic began, according to the Los Angeles
L.A. COUNTY » PAGE 4
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Protesters gather
in May 2016on
the property of
the Aliso Canyon
natural gas storage
facility, site of a
massive natural
gas well leak
in 2015. Three
San Fernando
Valley
neighborhood
councils and a
community group
formally advising
a county study on
the health effects
of the leak have
voted they have
no confidence
in where the
Los Angeles County
Department of
Public Health is
heading with the
project.
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abstractions,” said Craig
Galanti, a group member.
County public health ofﬁcials said in a statement
they have all the necessary
data to conduct an extensive study.
According to the advisory group, the proposed research focused on the environmental risk assessment,
which included a computer
modeling of the publicity
available data, such as air
monitoring, rather than
studying people and the gas
leak’s effect on their bodies.
The problem with the
publicly available data, the
group said, was that the air
monitoring during the gas
leak was handled by SoCalGas, which made group
members suspicious about
the measurements’ accuracy and their usability for
the health assessment.
In addition, a 2018 report
by the California Council
on Science and Technology
concluded that all air quality monitoring missed the
ﬁrst few days of the blowout
when exposures to the highest concentrations likely occurred.
“Only 36% of chemicals
reportedly emitted from Aliso Canyon were monitored
for during or after the 2015
Aliso Canyon gas leak,” according to the report.
The gas company, in the
meantime, said in a statement that information collected by health officials
during and after the gas
leak has not identiﬁed any
threat to public health.
Members of the advisory group said the public
health department needed
to conduct a clinical-based,
patient-centric study that
would examine the residents of Aliso Canyon exposed to the gas leak and
its long-term effects on
their health.
The study proposed by
the public health department, they said, has serious
gaps and lacked requirements for clinical examinations, long-term evaluations
and examination of chronic
exposure that preceded the
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gas leak.
“These are foundational,
scientiﬁc data necessary for
an accurate and complete
health study,” Galanti said.
“Anything less should not
be accepted by this harmed
community.”
During and after the gas
leak, residents reported experiencing headaches, fatigue and nosebleeds. More
serious long-term health
concerns have been reported by residents and ﬁrst
responders along with state
officials who were close to
the 2015 gas leak.
Now, community members say the study needs to
examine what chemicals
people and their pets were
exposed to during, before
and after the leak.
For months, members
of the community advisory group have been trying to persuade the public health department to
obtain from SoCalGas a
list of substances — even
if that involved using subpoenas — spilled during the
leak ahead of drafting the
study’s goals and priorities.
Community advisor y
group members say if the
health study doesn’t include
the chemical list, a cancer
surveillance study, accurate
air monitoring and benzene
exposure data, it won’t be
complete.

Recently, the public
health department moved
community advisory group
meetings from monthly to
quarterly, further alerting
the board’s members.
According to the community advisory group, the
public health department
recently removed Dr. Jeffrey Nordella, the only designated liaison between
the community and the scientific oversight committee and also a doctor in
the Porter Ranch area who
started his own study of the
amount of benzene in residents’ blood. His research
discovered elevated levels
of uranium and lithium in
urine and hair samples of
residents of adjacent communities.
Andrew Krowne, another
member of the community
advisory group, said there
had been no communication between public health
officials and the group.
“There’s no partnership
here,” he said. “It’s horrible.”
Brandii Grace, a resident of Porter Ranch, said
that while she respected the
work that the public health
department has done, its
proposed health study
needs to focus on the people whose lives have been
affected by the blowout.
“We fought for this be-
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cause so many of our neighbors, our friends and our
family have suffered from a
variety of ailments,” Grace
said at a recent press conference organized by environmental activist group
Food and Water Watch.
“For many of these people, the worst part is simply not knowing for sure if
the blowout is the source of
their loved ones’ suffering.
This health study is supposed to be about giving
our grieving community
the answers we desperately
need. At the end of the day,
I need to know as a mother
if continuing to live here is
putting my child’s health at
risk.”
County public health officials, in the meantime, said
the department had “a list
of chemicals that exists in
the form of hazardous materials and wastes inventory reports, sampling and
analysis data, air monitoring data, and incident reports and records.”
Responses received during the six-week public comment period will be shared
with the scientiﬁc oversight
committee for their review
and consideration when ﬁnalizing the study’s goals
and priorities, according
to the public health department.
The ﬁnal goals and pri-

orities will be incorporated
into the request for proposals, which will be released
this summer to solicit independent third-party researchers to submit research proposals to meet
the study goals and priorities and to conduct the
health study.
“While we understand
that there are some members of the community who
may not be totally satisﬁed
with Public Health’s approach, many that we have
engaged have expressed appreciation for our efforts,”
according to the public
health department’s statement.
A spokeswoman for SoCalGas wrote in an email
that “thousands of air, soil
and dust samples were
tested during the leak and
for months afterward by
multiple public health agencies including the Los Angeles County Department
of Health, the South Coast
Air Quality Management
District, the Air Resources
Board, and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment. According
to those health officials, all
the data have shown that
there was and is no longterm risk to public health
or safety from the 2015 gas
leak.”
Super v isor K athr y n

Barger, whose district includes communities adjacent to Aliso Canyon, said
she was working with the
public health department,
and “they believe that we
can get a robust chemical
list from Southern California Gas.”
Barger said she was
aware that community
members felt like they
didn’t have the appropriate
chemical list, but the public health department informed her that SoCal Gas
“was responsive and they
were confident that they
could do an effective health
study based on the list that
was provided.”
She added that she
“would like to get this done
quickly. But in order for it to
be a robust and comprehensive health study we need to
have everything in place,”
she said.
“There’s a lack of trust
and I understand that,” she
added. “I think it’s important for [the study] to be
scientifically driven, and
that is my goal to allow the
science to dictate the outcome, not for us to politically want to come up with
an outcome and then have
science validate that.”
Still, the advisory group’s
Galanti said the public
health department already
notiﬁed the group that it
won’t provide a revised
draft of the goals and priorities for the group members’ review, so they have no
idea if their input would be
applied.
“There is no transparency,” Galanti said. “Therefore, there is no conﬁdence.”
The study would not be
possible with just standard
information that the gas
company provides under
routine operations, he said,
but the data on the full composition of the gases, liquids
and solids released during
the blowout and the mix of
chemicals used to stop the
four-months leak.
“This is the key to the
study,” he said. “These are
protected disclosures of
the utility so not to expose
trade secrets under federal
protection, which is really a
way to hide the truly harmful stuff they don’t want us
to know about.”
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